
 
Job Description 

 
 

Job Title:   Field Biologist I 

Department:   Upper Skagit Indian Tribe (USIT) – Natural Resources 

Supervisor:   Managing Biologist/Natural Resources Fisheries Scientist 

Classification:  Services 

Hours:   Full time –40 hours 
 
Salary:   DOQ ($44,000 to $49,000) 
   

General Description:  
The primary function of the Project Biologist will be to assist in juvenile O. mykiss 
survival and emigration study.  The position will conduct capture-recapture/resighting 
surveys and habitat assessments, maintain PIT antenna arrays, enter data and assist in 
analysis and reporting. For field activities, the position will require someone with 
backpack electrofishing experience, familiarity in smolt trap operation, and who can 
work long hours in remote areas.  In the office, the position requires an individual who 
can conduct basic data summaries, ability to synthesize primary literature and 
communicate findings to departmental staff.  In addition, the position will support other 
departmental activities as needed. 
 
Duties and Responsibilities: 

1. Conduct field surveys, including: collecting of fish through backpack 
electrofishing and smolt trapping; identifying fish to species; taking of biological 
samples such as scale and DNA samples 

2. Tag fish with PIT tags and be able to implant acoustic tags 
3. Assess stream habitat (e.g. slope, width/depth, substrate and LWD) using 

common methods 
4. Record, maintain, and organize field records and transcribe data into MS Excel 

and maintain databases 
5. Conduct data summaries in MS Excel or other statistical package 
6. Maintain sampling equipment such as PIT antenna arrays, sampling 

equipment, and smolt traps  
7. Assist in the collection and distribution of natural resources to the Tribal 

community 
8. Perform other duties and responsibilities as assigned by the USIT Natural 

Resources Management Biologist or the Fisheries Scientist 
  
Minimum Qualification: 

1. B.A. or B.S. degree from an accredited University in Fisheries Science, 
Biology, Environmental Sciences or related degree plus 3 years of experience 
in fisheries or wildlife biology, relevant volunteer experience may be 
considered for up to 1 year of experience.  



2. Backpack electrofishing experience required, with knowledge of PIT tag and/or 
acoustic tag operations preferred. 

3. Experienced with installing and operating screw and channel spanning smolt 
traps. 

4. Basic knowledge Pacific Northwest Salmon ecology, and able to identify 
salmon juveniles and other common fishes found in Pacific Northwest 
freshwaters. 

5. Strong working knowledge MS Word and MS Excel, experience with R or other 
statistical packages preferred. 

6. Ability to conduct basic fisheries data summaries (length/weight regressions, 
length frequencies, estimating capture efficiency, mark/recapture abundance 
estimates), experience in estimating wildlife demographic rates preferred.  

7. Willingness to work in the field and office environments under a variety of 
climate conditions with a flexible schedule. Must be willing and able to work 
non-traditional schedules, including nights, weekends and holidays. Must be 
able to carry 40lbs. over backcountry terrain up to 5 miles in a day.   

8. First aid/CPR certified or be willing to complete training, WFR/WFA/WEMT 
preferred.  

9. Must be able to follow directions and work independently in the field with little 
supervision. 

10. Must be able to communicate information verbally and in written form in clear, 
concise accurate and professional manner. 

11. Must be able to maintain confidentiality of information received orally or in 
document handling. Willing to sign a confidentiality/non-disclosure agreement. 

12. Willingness to operate (or learn to operate) and work aboard fisheries boats.  
13. Must be respectful and sensitive to the values and culture of the Upper Skagit 

Indian Tribe. 
14. Perform other duties as assigned. 
15. Must possess valid Washington State driver’s license and be insurable. 
16. Must be able to pass a pre-employment drug test and comply with the Drug 

Free Workplace Act. 
17. Must pass a criminal background check. 

 
 
Application Deadline:  June 30, 2016. 
 
To apply, email a completed tribal application, resume with three references and cover letter to:  
carolynd@upperskagit.com 
 
Or paper applications received by June 30th (3:00 PM) can be mailed to: 
Natural Resources Department 
Upper Skagit Tribal Center 
25944 Community Plaza Way, 
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284 
 
Electronic copies of the official Tribal application can be obtained by emailing 
carolynd@upperskagit.com 
 
 


